OTIS A. MASON ELEMENTARY

207 Mason Manatee Way, St. Augustine, FL 32086
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(904) 547-8445 — fax

News for Otis A. Mason Families
October 2023

Mrs. Monique Keaton, Principal
Ms. Marie Antoine, Assistant Principal
Ms. Julie Hudson, Assistant Principal

Calendar: Save the Date

OCTOBER

3:Picture Day
9-20:Boo Grams for sale, they will
deliver on the 30th

10:Spirit Night at Panera Bread, 4pm-
8pm, PTO gets 20% of sales

16:No School for Students

21:INK's Jailbreak 5k WalkRun
23:PTO Meeting, In the media center,
3:30pm

24:Title 1 Parent Night 4:30-5:15pm &
Trunk or Treat, 5:30-8pm
24:Q1 Report Cards
Available on HAC

October 21%: Jailbreak 5K Join our Otis A. Mason Team

Race Groups: Jail Break 5K (runsignup.com)

October 16™-21st: Bus Driver/Attendant Appreciation Week

NOVEMBER

Fmt Night at Chipotle Mexican
Grll 4pm-8pm, PTO gets 33% of
sales

10:No School (Veteran's Day
Observance)

11:Veteran's Day

22-24 :No School

27:PTO Meeting, In the media
center, 3:30pm

28:Spirit Night at Pizza Hut,

All day, PTO gets 20% of sales

Character Highlight: Responsibility
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RESPONSIBILITY RESPONSIBILITY
Why is “RESPONSIBILITY” so important? Good character is the
very foundation of a civil society, and it is what we would like to
define us as a community. We here at Otis A. Mason Elementary
believe that every parent, student, teacher, and member of our
community should strive to be responsible. How can we do that
TOGETHER?

e Introduction: How can we teach our child to be
responsible for themselves and their actions and
decisions? Perhaps we can guide them to not only be
responsible for what they do, but also to take
responsibility for causes they find to be important in our
world? How can everyone contribute to improving the
world around them?

e  Give clear, specific responsibilities to your child: Give
your child appropriate responsibilities and guide them in
managing those responsibilities. These should be age-
appropriate tasks and chores. Make sure that your child
sees their contribution to family responsibilities and the
household. Show your child that everyone has an
important role and responsibility in the home.

® Teach your child that caring and trying MATTERS: We
can’t always get it right the first time and sometimes it is
difficult to fulfill our responsibilities. It is okay to struggle
and to ask for help sometimes! We can’t fix most
problems overnight, but caring and taking the first step is
important. If every person in the world picked up one
piece of litter, there wouldn’t be any!

e Responsibility at School: Have your_pack their backpack,
make their lunch, or create school routines as their age
allows. Teach them the importance of punctuality and
cleaning up after themselves. Have them label their
belongings and check Lost and Found regularly.

The Character Counts! program is taught to students during
their school day. Please check out the curriculum, themes, and
activities online at:

https://ccstiohns.com/



https://runsignup.com/RaceGroups/36762?raceGroupTypeId=96645
https://ccstjohns.com/

MARQUEE @ Q 3%

We have a fantastic opportunity for you to make
your child's birthday extra special! Showcase
your kiddo's big day on our school marquee for just
$10! Your child’s name will be up for the month.
To reserve your spot CLICK

HERE: https://bit.ly/masonbirthdaymarquee
SPIRIT ROCK

Reservations are NOW OPEN for 2023-2024!

Click to reserve: https://bit.ly/otismasonrock23-24
SPIRITWEAR

Order here: https://bit.ly/OtisSpiritstore

PTO MEETINGS

s Don't Forget, PTO Meeting, October 23rd

In Person: 3:30pm, in the media center
Virtually: https://bit.ly/MasonPTOMeetings
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES & NEEDS
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4CA5A629A5FF2-
volunteerst#/

https://bit.ly/gratefulforvolunteers

If you are interested or just want to find out more
about our open positions, email us at
otismasonpto@gmail.com or sign up above.

Help us stock the Teacher’s Lounge:
https://bit.ly/masonteachersrock

Bus Driver Appreciation Week
Our drivers and attendants go the extra mile for our
students! Being a bus driver/attendant is one of the
hardest jobs in the district, but also one of the most
important. Join us October 16" -21% in thanking our
Transportation staff for all they do. They make miracles
happen every single day. How can you support your
driver? Log into HAC to see the most up-to-date bus info.
Many parents are relying on how things were last year, but
routes have changed. Please be at the bus stop 10 minutes
before your time and give 10 minutes grace after your
time-traffic is unpredictable. Having trouble? In most cases
it is best to call Transportation directly at 904-547-7810.
Please keep interactions with our staff professional (little
eyes are watching!). Thank you for supporting us!

Leonard’s: Use Code 715026
/roﬂ 1Ay

ORDER ONLINE TODAY

BuyTheYearhook.com

Did you miss picture day? No worries! Picture Day Retakes
are in November and Spring Photos are in February!

OMES PTO: Big Hearts and Open Arms!
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"MARQUEE

Would you like to have your child’s
birthday on the marquee at Mason?
Birthday wishes will be posted for the
entire birthday month for just $10!

Go to:

https://bit.ly/masonbirthdaymarquee
to book!

CO-CHAIR/COMRITTEE FOR HOLIDAY SHOP
(MEETING ?X BEFORE EVENT, SHOP IS DEC. 4TH-8TH)

CO-CHAIR/COMAITTEE FOR TEACHERS HOLIDAY LUNCH
(MEETING ?X BEFORE EVENT, LUNCH IS DEC. 20TH)

CO-CHAIR/COMAITTEE FOR SOUPER BOWL
(MEETING ?X BEFORE EVENT, SOUPER BOWL IS FEB. 2ND)

CO-CHAIR/COMMITTEE FOR WINTER DANCE

(MEETING ?X BEFORE EVENT, DANCE IS FEBRUARY 9TH)

CO-CHAIR/COMAITTEE FOR TEACHERS APPRECIATION WEEK
(MEETING ?X BEFORE EVENT, TAW IS KAY 6-10TH)

SCAN HERE FOR %
MORE INFO:

OTIS A. MASON ELEMENTARY

WE NEED YOU!
VOLUNTEER NEEDED
PTO VICE PRESIDENT

SCAN HERE FOR
MORE INFO: ﬁ



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fmasonbirthdaymarquee&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269811864957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ht8m3YEa0RR0T2b3178iLcO%2B00CSVmLIz%2Ft1AZNG8vk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fotismasonrock23-24&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269811864957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qUrCzqmaDWNJ1kQTD51nE%2Fm0ljvviFW430aXWWw8CcY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FOtisSpiritstore%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0bf0snFjpPIeZj9j5XkKhdu4a8Dw0q_wRCAICXmcey3xqlavCmgb6ZKsg&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269811864957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OVXPpiuFj4yjr1%2BcJp8KMwT%2F9EaDZsLPPw6nFJZ73OE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FMasonPTOMeetings&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269812021189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JzmMKs3Im9jIylDiFRK9EmFafmc5vHKnAzqIaoFI4vE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F70A0A4CA5A629A5FF2-volunteers%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269812021189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oMS4Om6jTYQcTe6dTeKnw74USdRVWqsFPH1Rsyt3d0U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F70A0A4CA5A629A5FF2-volunteers%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269812021189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oMS4Om6jTYQcTe6dTeKnw74USdRVWqsFPH1Rsyt3d0U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fgratefulforvolunteers&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269812021189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OI1VdTHuf6CJTBOjHb6DvBF6Fo8sov0mfJD52Z%2F9tUU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:otismasonpto@gmail.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fmasonteachersrock&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C050ad6f4ea8a43b3bd8208dbca942bc2%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638326509976152465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ATLRNWCeXfYhxo4q5gUwgSs06qwXiafDqXiJRe3KwUI%3D&reserved=0

acter Cou eek Oct 16-20

_- I Tuesda
10/16 10/17

Wear Purple Wear Green for

Respect & for Citizenship [ Responsibility
Fairness

10/23 50's Cool Cats Livin’ drug Free! 50's Era Attire

10/24 Wacky Tacky Day: Wear Mismatched Clothes

10/25 Team Up Against drugs! Jersey/Sports Attire

—10/27 Peace Out To drugs! Wear Tie Dye Shirts — ))}
*
. v (’"

—10/30 Be Comfy With Yourself! Pajama Day! — 5
IT 8ee yourS®

M

W
- ——10/26 Proud To Be drug Free: Wear red! ——
F

M

—10/31 Say Boo To drugs: Halloween Costumes —




Come out and Support our Manatee
Basketball Teams and Cheerleaders!

MASON GIRLS & BOYS
BASKETBALL GAME SCHEDULE

ALL GAMES: GIRLS-5:30PM, BOYS 6:30PM

10/5/2023 VS OSCEOLA
MURRAY MIDDLE

10/12/2023 VS WEBSTER
MURRAY MIDDLE

10/17/2023 VS CROOKSHANK
MURRAY MIDDLE

10/27/2023 VS HARTLEY
MURRAY MIDDLE

10/30/2023 VS SOUTHWO0O0DS
MURRAY MIDDLE

11/8/2023 VS CROOKSHANK
MURRAY MIDDLE

END OF SEASON TOURNAMENT
11/18/2023 SAHS GYM

COME SUPPORT OUR MASON BASKETBALL TEAM AND
OUR AMAZING MASON CHEERLEADERS!

SIS SIS IS IIISS

Manatee Highlight:

a7 1)

MeeT the Mdéow £SE Team

2

JOE THOMAS

Math support teacher for 3rd and 5th
grade, and our fearless team leader.
This is his 9th year teaching at Mason
and has been a Manatee all 9 years!
He enjoys time with his family, the
beach, and wood working.

JULINA SIKES

" Math and Reading support teacher for
Ml 4th grade. Has a daughter in Ist grade

NICOLE HAYES
Reading support teacher for 3rd and
5th grade. Loves her 2 little girls. This
is her 4th year teaching at Mason
and has been a Manatee all 4 years!

~ at Mason and a future Manatee at
home. This is her 9th year teaching and
/ 2nd year at Mason.

.
POLLY SHWILLEY
Math support teacher for K-2nd grade.
Loves music, swimming, and DIY project.
This is her 2nd year at Mason, and has ui
background in productions.

D A

-
CHRISTINA FALLICA
Reading support teacher for K-2nd
grade. Loves her baby, Tessa and
\\ cat, Binx. This is her 5th year
teaching and her 2nd year at

Mason.
- N \\\ ' g L@ b3

How can | support my child’s
education?

There are many things you can do to support your child’s
education.

A child’s needs are many, we can help! Balanced meals;

lots of water; quality, full nights of sleep, et cetera. Please

reach out to us if you need assistance with this. Resources

are available including free breakfast and lunch, weekend
food bags, reusable water bottles, daily snacks, etc. Call
547-8440 and ask to speak to a guidance counselor. Our
district has amazing support services for families in need!

We are here to help you.

Take the professional advice of your child’s teacher: Read
twenty minutes per night with your child, support your
child as they complete homework, use free and available
resources through Clever and the St. Johns County Public
Library System, attend conferences, spark your child’s
curiosity! Ask your child’s teacher what you can do at
home to support learning.

Want to contribute to your child’s educational journey?
Ask your child’s teacher for a link to their Amazon Wishlist
or Donor’s Choose Project. Teachers always appreciate
donations. Can’t donate money? Teachers appreciate your
time as well. Ask to volunteer in the classroom or to
chaperone a field trip. Can’t volunteer during the day?
Teachers always appreciate help with copying and cutting
and preparing classroom lessons and supplies, just ask!

Otis A. Mason Projects that still need funding:

Support a Classroom, Shape the Future! |
DonorsChoose project by Mrs. Cacchione

Pull Up a Seat at the Table... or a Stool! |
DonorsChoose project by Ms. Taylor

Mrs. K/Guidance Need Sensory ltems at OMES! |
DonorsChoose project by Mrs. Kirsimagi



https://www.donorschoose.org/project/support-a-classroom-shape-the-future/7565139/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/support-a-classroom-shape-the-future/7565139/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/pull-up-a-seat-at-the-table-or-a-stool/7597057/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/pull-up-a-seat-at-the-table-or-a-stool/7597057/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/mrs-kguidance-need-sensory-items-at-om/7889637/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/mrs-kguidance-need-sensory-items-at-om/7889637/

Otis A. Mason Elementary

School-Parent Compact

2023-2024
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Reguired School-Parent Compact Provisions

PFrovide high-guality curriculum and instruction in a
supportive and effective learning envircnment:

Communicate high expectations for every
studsnt.

Motivate gur sfudsnts to learn.

Teach and invodes students in classes that are
interesting and challenpine.

Participats in professional learning cpportunities.
Enfarce rules equitably and invabe studsnts in

crealing a warrn and caring leaming spvironmesnt
in the classmoom.

= LEAD by enswring Charactes Counbs!

Hold parent-teacher confe rences during which this
compact will be discussed as it relates to the
individual child"s academic achiewement.

Communicete regulary with families abouwt their
chilld"s progress in school

Conferences will be held at l=ast snmually.

Prowide sssistance 1o familizs on what they can da
to suppart their child's leaming.

Participats in shared decision making with schoal
s1aff and families for the benefit of students.

Otis A, Mason Elementary School will:
Frovide parent frequent reports on their
childrens progress. Specifically, the school will
provide reports as follows:

w Al prode levels will send home (daily'weekly)

behavior reparts and in-school wark completion
infarmation.

Grade levels 155 will send home or publish an
HALC Intesirn Aeport Cands.

All prode levels will cormplets quartedy report
cards.

# A rmore!

Provide parents reasonable access to staff.
Specifically, staff will be available for
consultation with parents as follows:

»  Parents may maks arequest o mee with the
sinff vin a telephone call, note from harmes,
esmdil, arin peraon at the school.

Frovide parents opportunities to volunteer in
their children's school and class. In s
cantinuing e=ffort to provide safsty and security
to ouwr stusdents and staff we ask that you
carmplets a Schaal Acosss form if you plan to
wisit (is A. Mason Elementary during the schaal
yEar.

http: e stjobns K12 0 usholyntess’




Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement 1118(d)

Itz important that families and schools work Wogether to belp siudenis achieve high academic
sglandards. Through a process that included teacherns, families, students, and oommunity

fepresentatives, the following werfe apgfeed upon roles and responsibilities that we, as
partniers, will carry out 1o support student Success in school and in Life.

Student’s—Parent’s Pledge
Earent’s Pleden:

I will support our child's Iraming in the following worys:

Encourage my child to LEAD by ensuring
Character Counts!

aludents Fledee
1wl share the: respansibility to improwe my
acadernic achievement ard schisve Florida's high
slandards in the following ways:

LEAD and know at Otis A. Mason Elementarny my

Character Counts!

Come to school on time, rsady to leam and
wark hard.

Believe that | can and will Leam.

Set aside time every day to cormplete mry
homewark.

R=turn my completed assipnments and
homewark an time.

Enow and follow the school and classroom
rules,

Communicate with my parents and teachars
about schaol sa they can help me 10 be
successful.

R=ad five doys a wesk for at keast 20 minutes.
Give all impartant notices and infarrmation (o

rmy parentiguandian.

Parent Signatmre

Ensurs my child attends school on Bme svery day.
Supsort the school's d isciplines cods ond Cestricts
Student Code of Conduct.

Frowice oquiet Bme and ploce for homessork.
Maks surs my child reads every day.

Farticipats in school, home, and community
snonsonsd ectivites,

Fegularty monfor nry child™s pragness inschool
ond in HAC.

Stayy informed about my child's education and
Communicate with the school by prompty reading
ol eotic =g from the schoo ar thee school disiric,
pither received by chilidren, by mallismail, and
responding 08 aOpropriste.
Farticipabs in shomed decaion making with school
stoff ond obher familkess Tor the: benefit of the
studern.

Moks =y efion fo oitend evenis such os parent -
teachsr conferences, foll ectivibess, soning svents,
Faise Crazr=, Family Engagement festhites, Art
Festival, PTOVSAC.

Talic o my chilid about e wilue of sducatkon and
IEamirg.

Feapect theschon, siniff, shudents, and familkeo.




ING EVENTS

“Art is like a magic wand that turns scribbles into giggles and
imagination into a masterpiece!” ™ &

FALL/HALLOWEEN ART CONTEST

Grades: K-5 Submisson Due

It's time to dive into the excitement of
our Fall/Halloween art contest! All
creative souls are invited to participate,
and any art materials you fancy are
welcome. Remember to submit your
masterpiece along with a submission
entry form for consideration.

Winners will be revealed on October
3ist, with one winner chosen from each
grade level, from Kindergarten to 5th
grade. Could it be you? Join the
contest and embrace the fall spirit!"

grand prize and have their
artwork displayed in the front
office lobby for everyone to enjoy:

74\’ ? } Winners will receive an awesome

Date

October 27th

OLENCE WILL

Sign Up Here to Volunteer, Donate Candy or
Host a Trunk: https://bit.ly/Masontrunkortreat

OTIS A. MASON ELEMENTARY’S

TRUNK OR ,©
%o TREAT =

24 OCTOBER, 2023

qllk 5:30 - 7PM

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL TRUNK
OR TREAT IN THE PARKING LOT OF
OMES!

COME DRESSED TO IMPRESS IN
% YOUR BEST HALLOWEEN COSTUME
(SCHOOL APPROPRIATE) AND
(& BRING A BUCKET!

2 .” OUR FAMILIES AND OUR OMES
STAFF ARE INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE IN DECORATING A
TRUNK.

WE WILL HAVE PIZZA, DRINKS,
AND SPIRITWEAR FOR SALE! CASH

ONLY!
SCAN HERETO
SPIRITWEAR  SIGNUPFORA iatpsm PIZABYSLICES2
AL HETS S5 ey Fioiy  WHOLELARGE
LASHONLYE VTR DuR

LIMITED SIZES! BVENT: e DRINKS $1

Otis A. Mason
Elementary School
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023
TITLEI
Parent
Information
Meeting Night

430 PM-5:15PM

Candy ireals & snacks will be served
Meeting held in the OMES Cafe’

JOIN US FOR
THETITLE1

Parent
Information
Night

Iﬁealﬁ
CARD & FDLRS-MDC

Satellite Clinics

10:00-6:00 PM

8/1/2023

St. Johns 9/5/2023
10, 2023

county nﬁizuzz

12/5/2023

The UF-Jacksonville Center for Autism and Related Disabilities

{CARD) and the UF-Jacksonville Florida Diagnostic & Learning
Resources System Multi-Disciplinary Center (FLDRS-MDC) offer
clinics to outlying counties in order to more effectively serve
their constituents.

Sign up for a consultative appointment with clinicians who
specialize in child psychology, behavior therapy, academic
interventions, Autism Screeners, Transition, and more.
Appointments are at no cost to the family.

Location: Southeast Library, 6670 US-1, Saint Augustine,
FL 32086.

For more information or to schedule an

appointment please contact
Jennifer.0'brien@jax.ufl.edu.



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FMasontrunkortreat&data=05%7C01%7CDanielle.Waler%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6c91a78318b646c96d9608dbc4e740b0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638320269812021189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RUBjvo2sb7lE7wveUH6CbLY1F3L059jFsP17EsSFOzA%3D&reserved=0

