
St. Johns Technical High 

students participated in a 

year of experiences during 

the 2012-2013 school year 

to better prepare them for 

the workforce.  Students 

started the year interning 

(volunteering) at Southern 

Horticulture. They were 

able to spend every 

Wednesday morning for 12 

weeks learning how to work 

at a plant nursery. Their 

duties included weeding, 

watering, organization, gen-

eral care and upkeep for 

the very busy property.  

Following the plant nursery, 

the next venture was at 

Publix. Publix allowed stu-

dents to utilize their cur-

rent training videos in help-

ing them better understand 

what it looks like and feels 

like to work at a grocery 

store. They practiced bag-

ging groceries, managing 

the register, and also 

learned where items were 

located throughout the 

store.  

Many employers look for 

community-experience for 

new hires. With this in 

mind, students ended their 

last 9 weeks volunteering at 

the St. Francis House. This 

was a great time to not only 

give back, but to learn or-

ganizational skills such as 

stocking both food and 

clothes for the homeless of 

St. Johns County. 

Students also had the op-

portunity to job shadow. 

The goal of the class was to 

expose students to a wide 

variety of potential jobs 

while learning from local 

business owners what it 

takes to be successful in 

the workforce.  Other job 

sites visited were: Chick-Fil-

A, The Fountain of Youth, 

Atlantic Automotive, Flagler 

Hospital, Longhorn Steak-

house, and Barnes Farms.  

The year was a true success. 

Students were able to go 

into the local community and 

connect with real people 

that hire for real jobs. The 

highlight of the St. Johns 

Technical High School CBVI 

program enabled one stu-

dent to be hired part-time 

at Publix. Great Job! 

The Jan La Belle Scholar-

ship Program was estab-

lished in 2009 to provide a 

financial resource to indi-

viduals with disabilities 

who desire to pursue their 

personal and career goals 

through attendance at a 

postsecondary institution. 

 

The 2014 application pro-

cess begins September 15 

and continues until No-

vember 15, 2013.  One or 

more Jan La Belle Schol-

arship winners are select-

ed annually for a total 

possible non-renewable 

award of up to $15,000. 

 

Visit www.fndusa.org/

scholarship for more in-

formation. 

Applicant must be an indi-

vidual with a disability, be 

a Florida resident and be 

16-24 years of age who is 

entering as a first time 

student at any institution 

of higher learning. 

The Jan LaBelle Scholarship Program 
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Parents as Partners 

Ketterlinus Elementary School News 

At Ketterlinus Elementary School, our ESE students have the opportunity to participate in a wide-

range of settings. Our gifted students are served in gifted-blended classes with teachers skilled in 

meeting their special needs. Our students with disabilities are included in general education class-

rooms and our ESE teachers provide the special instruction they need either in the regular classroom 

or in small groups based on their individual needs. We are especially proud of our behavior unit.  Stu-

dents in this program are often extremely intelligent yet need self-monitoring skills to help them in 

control their emotions. These students follow a very comprehensive leveled point system that increas-

es their self-regulation and responsibility.  As students progress from the most restrictive to the 

least restrictive levels, they gain a sense of self-confidence to manage more responsibilities and ex-

pectations.  It is a delight to see students become more self-confident and effectively manage peer 

and authority interactions.  As students become more independent, they increase their presence 

throughout our school to include enrollment in regular classrooms.   

IEP Coach 

 
Theresa Crowe is an IEP Coach for Central Florida Parent Center.  Theresa‟s goal is to work with fami-

lies to help them understand and navigate the IEP process, enabling them to become successful partic-

ipants in their child‟s Individualized Education Plan.  Contact Theresa at Theresa@cflparents.org for 

more information! 

Central Florida Parent Center is a nonprofit organization that provides assistance to parents of chil-

dren with disabilities or special education needs. Our Center receives funding from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education, Office of Special Education Programs for its AWARE project, a Parent Training 

and Information Center (PTI). 

The AWARE project serves 30 counties in central and northeast Florida. AWARE‟s purpose is to en-

sure that parents of children with disabilities and young adults with disabilities will receive training 

and information on their rights, responsibilities, and protections under IDEA in order to develop the 

skills necessary to cooperatively and effectively participate in planning and decision-making relating to 

early intervention, educational, and transitional services. 

The Aware Project provides interactive presentations, one-on-one assistance and support, opportuni-

ties for peer-to-peer support, information and resources, and a user friendly website, 

www.CFLparents.org.  

Contributed by: Jim Roberts, 

Assistant Principal, Ketterlinus 
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ESE Parent Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

40 Orange Street—3rd Floor Auditorium 

 

October 17, 2013 

February 27, 2014 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

 

The purpose of the Parent Advisory Committee is to identify 

barriers experienced by exceptional students and their 

families. This information is then shared with those who can 

effect changes (administration at schools and Exceptional 

Student Education staff at the district level).  A copy is also 

provided to those who attend the meeting.  If you need special 

accommodations, please contact Nancy Morrison (547-7672) 

one week prior to the meeting.  The District contact for the 

Parent Advisory Committee is George Freeman (547-7704). 

The first two weeks of October are Disability History and Awareness Weeks! Section 1003.4205, 

Florida Statutes, entitled Disability History and Awareness Instruction, was signed into law in 

2008. It requires school districts to designate the first two weeks of October as Disability History 

and Awareness Weeks and also promotes providing instruction for students in all public schools to 

expand student knowledge, understanding, and awareness of individuals with disabilities, disability 

history and the disability rights movement.  

 

Florida started the first special education class in 1926 in Jacksonville.  Since 1926, specially de-

signed instruction and related services have expanded throughout Florida. Now, approximately 

352,000 students identified with disabilities are participating in Florida‟s public education system 

and are graduating and going on to postsecondary education or employment.  St. Johns County 

School District serves approximately 4, 400 students with disabilities. 

 

We are proud to participate in promoting awareness of disability history and the contributions of 

individuals with disabilities and to designate the first two weeks in October of every year as Disa-

bility History and Awareness.  We invite you to attend our October 8 Board meeting to view art-

work created by our students with disabilities.   

 

Florida Department of Education-Exceptional Education and Student Services.  Disability History and Awareness: A Resource Guide.  
Retrieved from  http://www.fldoe.org/ese/history.asp 

Disability History and Awareness Weeks 

 

 

 

 

David Beckham (1975-)—David suffers from 

OCD and it manifests itself through constant 

cleanliness and perfection of all that is around 

him. Anything out of order is enough to cause a 

conflict and must be attended to immediately. 

Examples of this complete order is that 

everything must be in pairs, if there are three 

books on a table one must be added, or one 

must be removed. Only 2% of the population 

suffer from this strong OCD. 

http://www.disabled-world.com/artman/publish/article_0060.shtml 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.4205&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4205.html
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Parent Resources 

 St. Johns County School District—ESE Dept.—

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/depts/ese 

 

 Central Florida Parent Center—www.cflparents.org 
 

 FDLRS/NEFEC—www.fdlrs.com 

 

 Family Network on Disabilities—www.fndfl.org 

 

 Exceptional Parent Magazine—www.eparent.com 

 

 Family Café—www.familycafe.net 

 

The Florida Atlantic University CARD has a variety of excellent tutorials 

available for online viewing. Topics range from Toilet Training, Behavior Ba-
sics, and Using Visual Supports in the Home to Developing Leisure Skills and 

Enhancing Engagement in Science. You can access the full list of tutorials 

from the CARD FAU website at 

http://www.coe.fau.edu/centersandprograms/card/tutorials.aspx.  

 

The Exceptional Advocate is a newsletter for military families with special 

needs.  Visit  http://www.militaryonesource.mil/efmp/news for more infor-

mation. 

 

The UnitedHealthcare Children's Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit chari-

ty dedicated to facilitating access to medical-related services that have the 

potential to significantly enhance either the clinical condition or the quality 

of life of a child and that is not fully covered by an available commercial 

health benefit plan. This “support” is in the form of a medical grant to be 

used for medical services not covered or not completely covered by commer-

cial health benefit plans.  Visit  https://www.uhccf.org/aboutus.html for 

more information. 
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Family Retreat Weekends 
Through creative programming in retreat venues set in beautiful natural 

surroundings, Deliver the Dream's Retreat Program offers families the 

therapeutic benefits that come from respite, relaxation, recreation, and the 

opportunity to bond with others experiencing similar challenges.   

 

Families get the chance to: 

 

* Reconnect with themselves and their families, enjoy fun, 

recreational activities that create and nurture a spirit of family and 

togetherness. Depending on the venue, activities you might participate in 

may include canoeing, fishing, swimming, beading, and many other 

recreational activities. For those seeking solitude, free time is provided 

to enjoy the peace and quiet surrounding our venues.  

 

* Participate in imaginative exercises intended to strengthen 

individual and family coping skills. Workshops include music, art, role 

playing, live performance arts, separate discussion groups for mothers, 

fathers, and siblings, and a variety of other sessions tailored to meet the 

specific needs of those attending the retreat. Many of these workshops 

incorporate components that help participants learn new ways to understand 

and express their feelings. 

 

* Draw from common experiences of other families coping with similar 

challenges. There's no pressure and no lecturing ...just an opportunity to 

relax, reconnect, and reflect on life's little treasures. 

 

Upcoming Retreats: 

 

September 20-22, 2013 

"Families who have a child with Down syndrome" 

The Fountains - Orlando, FL 

 

October 11-13, 2013 

"Families who have a child with cerebral palsy" 

The Florida FFA Leadership Training Center - Haines City, FL 

 

November 15-17, 2013 

"Families who have a parent with multiple sclerosis" 

The Florida FFA Leadership Training Center - Haines City, FL 

 

Visit www.deliverthedream.org for more information! 

http://www.bluegreenrentals.com/landing/hotel-deals-in-florida-fountains.aspx
http://www.flaltc.org/
http://www.flaltc.org/
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Visit https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/782165209 to register today! 
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Tip of the Month: 

Want to promote friendships between your child with a disability and his or her peers? Two keys to 

promoting friendships include  ensuring close proximity to peers and creating frequent opportunities 

for the children to interact (Eason & Whitbread, 2006). See more tips below! 

   

According to Eason and Kinney (2006), there are several ways parents and educators can promote 

friendships among children with disabilities and their peers. Here are some more tips: 

  

-Enroll your child in typical community activities—this increases proximity to non-disabled peers. 

 

-Encourage teachers to be strong role models for children by valuing all students‟ learning differences 

and treating all students with respect. 

 

-Ask teachers to highlight your child‟s strengths and interests. Finding common interests and talents 

among students can increase the chance of friendships forming. 

 

-Request teachers to regularly include the topic of disability awareness into the curriculum. Parents 

can provide lists of accomplishments of persons with disabilities to be shared. 

 

-Ask teachers what students seem to be friendly toward your child, and invite these students to af-

terschool activities with your child.  

 

-If your child has difficulty using words to communicate, make sure your child has some type of assis-

tive technology to help them communicate with their peers. It‟s also a good idea to train their non-

disabled peers in the assistive technology as well. 

 

-Sometimes adults can be barriers to friendships. If a teaching assistant is with your child most or all 

of the school day, encourage the assistant to facilitate your child‟s friendship with peers, rather than 

focusing on a friendship between the assistant and your child.  

 

-Social interactions can be particularly difficult if your child has difficulty demonstrating social skills. 

Ask your child‟s educational team what social skills they see your child is missing, and ask when and how 

those specific social skills can be taught (e.g., smiling, complimenting, turn-taking).  

 

-Ensure your house has fun toys to attract kids over for fun-filled play dates. It‟s okay to ask other 

children about preferences in toys. 

 

-Keep your child‟s fashion appropriate. Although it‟s not fair to judge someone by the way they look, 

some kids may think that someone who „looks cool‟ is cool.   

  

Reference: Eason & Whitbread (2006). IEP and inclusion TIPS for parents and teachers. T. Kinney (Ed.).  

Verona, Wisconsin: Attainment Publications. 
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September 2—Great Ponte Vedra Paddle Benefiting HEAL!  Stand-Up Paddle Board Race and a Family fun “If 

It Floats You‟re In” themed water parade. Grab your Paddle Board and pick your distance. Prizes will be awarded 

for the top three male and female finishers in the 3 mile race and the 1 mile race, and to the best costumes and 

winners of the "If it Floats You're In" event. Registration is $35. Come join the fun at the Family Fun Zone with 

Bouncy Houses, Music and More!  Proceeds benefit the HEAL Foundation.  Visit www.firstgiving.com/HEAL to 

register today! 

 

September 12-13—HEAL’s Valley of Dreams at the TPC Sawgrass!     Save the date for our annual Fundraising 

event.  Join HEAL Thursday night  at the TPC and Friday morning for golf on the famed Dye‟s Valley Course.  Vis-

it www.healautismnow.org/events for more information. 

 

September 21—North Coast Surfers for Autism Beach Festival!  Be sure to register in advance for this great 

day-long event at Jacksonville Beach. At a SFA event, surfers are provided a safe environment where two to 

four highly skilled and trained surf instructors carefully guide them into waves. The surfers and their families 

are treated like rock stars and enjoy a day filled with a range of activities including stand up paddle boarding, 

kayaking, live music, face-painting, games, bounce houses, fire engine tours and much more. A catered lunch is 

also provided, all at no cost. This is a very special day where children with ASD interact with typical peers and 

wow families with their capabilities. These events are examples of inclusion at the highest level.  Visit 

www.surfersforautism.org for more information. 

 

Upcoming Events 
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ESE programs and services address the unique needs of students who are gifted in kindergarten through 12th grade and those with 
mild, moderate and severe disabilities from age three until they graduate with a regular diploma or until their 22nd birthday. ESE 
programs and services are designed to assist students in reaching their educational goals through the use of instructional and be-
havioral approaches which are research-based and exemplify best practices. Technology is used in many creative ways to meet 
student needs as well.  

 
ESE services are available at all district schools for gifted students and students who have mild to moderate disabilities.  Students 
with more significant disabilities are served in cluster programs at selected sites. Program support is provided to students, parents 
and school personnel by program specialists based at the district office. Students with disabilities who are not eligible for services 
through the ESE program, may be eligible for an accommodations plan under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement:  To identify and meet the unique educational needs of exceptional students and to provide 
support and resources to enhance educational opportunities so they may become productive citizens. 

Tina Kennon, ESE Coordinator 

504, Hospital Homebound 

OHI/OI, TBI, OT/PT 

(904) 547-7546 

kennont@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

St. John’s County School District 

Exceptional Student Education Department 

Lisa Bell, Director 

(904) 547-7672 (office) 

(904) 547-7687 (fax) 

belll@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Carole Taylor, Program Specialist 

SLD, Transition Services 

(904) 547-7678 

taylorc@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

George Freeman, Program Specialist 

EBD, MHC 

(904) 547-7704 

george.freeman@stjohns.k12.fl.us 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY? 

We hope that you find this newsletter informative and useful. The next issue of the Parents as Partners Newsletter will be 

posted to the St. Johns County School District web site at www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/depts/ese. 

 

If you would like to receive a copy via email, please email your email address to jill.bullard@stjohns.k12.fl.us and we will gladly 

add you to our Parent Newsletter Email List. 

Nancy Morrison, Executive Secretary 

(904) 547-7672 

morrisn@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Jill Bullard, Confidential Secretary 

(904) 547-7712 

jill.bullard@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Nancy Elliott, Program Specialist 

Pre-K 

(904) 547-4886 

elliotn@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Lisa Thacker, Program Specialist 

ASD, InD 

(904) 547-7530 

lisa.thacker@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Helen DiMare, Program Specialist 

Gifted Services 

(904) 547-7692 

helen.dimare@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Gina Fonseca, Program Specialist 

Speech/Language, DHH, VI 

(904) 547-7543 

gina.fonseca@stjohns.k12.fl.us 


